


GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE TERRORIST ACTIVITIES 
(July – September 2012) 

 
 
There were 1,8121 reported terrorist incidents in 42 different countries during third 
quarter of 2012. These incidents claimed 3,004 lives, caused 5,555 injuries and included 
169 abductions. The incidents were increased roughly 11% in the world compared to 
fourth second of 2012. Incidents in Iraq, Afghanistan and Pakistan consist of 70% of all 
total incidents in the world.  
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Chart – 1: World Security Trends 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 All figures mentioned in the report come from publicly available sources, and any discrepancy in figures cited in similar 
works is the result of varying consultation of these sources. Neither NATO nor COE-DAT is responsible for such 
discrepancies. 
K: Killed, W: Wounded, A: Abducted 
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        Table – 1: Attacks of the most hit ten countries during third quarter of 2012  
 
 
       Iraq was in the first place by the total number of casualties in the world during third 
quarter of the year. The most hit ten countries according the number of incidents are 
shown above in the Table-1. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

     Table – 2: Types of Terrorist Attacks during the third quarter of 2012 
 

The attack types in the world during the second quarter of the year are shown above 
in the table. Improvised explosive device (IED) attacks, armed attacks and clashes 
consist of 77% of the total attacks in the world during the period. According to attack 
types, IED attack was the most prevalent methodology during the period.  

 
 
The most important attack in the world occurred in Yemen. A suicide bomber 

detonated his explosive belt during a mourning ceremony that killed 45 people 
and wounded 50 others on 5 August.” 

Country Number of attacks K W A 
Iraq 501 768 2312 2 
Pakistan 352 513 768 30 
Afghanistan 267 688 961 11 
India 163 75 200 8 
Turkey 89 98 293 14 
Colombia 55 53 116 2 
Yemen 52 207 161 11 
Somalia 48 71 80 2 
Russia 47 55 50 0 
Thailand 35 41 76 0 
Total 1609 2569 5017 80 

Attack type Number of Instances K W A 
IED 618 756 1679 6 
Armed Attack 484 830 384 0 
Clash 296 354 459 0 
VBIED 143 434 1745 0 
Suicide Attack 69 385 931 0 
IDF 68 52 255 0 
Abduction 50 0 0 140 
Execution 33 122 0 0 
Arson 28 0 1 0 
Raid 12 71 101 1 
Hoax 6 0 0 0 
Cyber Attack 4 0 0 0 
Piracy 1 0 0 22 
Total 1812 3004 5555 169 
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MAP OF TERRORIST INCIDENTS OF THE MOST HIT 10 COUNTRIES IN THE WORLD DURING THE THIRD QUARTER OF 20122

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2 this map shown here is taken from www.presentationmagazine.com
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COE-DAT PARTICIPATIONS  

 
1. Participation in “Admin Law Ws & Coe Legal Syndicate” in Vilnius/Lithuania on 18-20 
July 2012.  
 
2. Participation in “NATO Familiarization Meeting (held by ACT/TNB)” in Norfolk/USA on 
29-30 August 2012.  
 
3. Participation in “NATO Stratcom Course (held by NATO School/Oberammergau)” in 
Sofia/Bulgaria on 10-14 September 2012. Chf. of Concept Branch of COE-DAT gave a 
lecture about the “Strategic Communication” 
 
4. Participation in “COIN AJP Writing Group Meeting” in London/GBR on 
17-21 September 2012. 
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OUTCOMES OF THE WORKSHOP “PREVENTION OF RECRUITMENT OF TERRORIST 
ORGANIZATIONS” 

 
1. General: 
 
 a. The workshop was conducted in three sessions with thirteen 30-minute-long 
presentations and 30 minute-long question and answer period for each.  
 
 b. In the first session of the two-day event, by supporting with a case study, the 
obstacles and challenges in preventing the recruitment of terrorist organizations were 
examined. In the second session, the reasons which play an important role for the individuals 
joining in terrorist organizations were emphasized. In the final session, the preventive 
measures at the strategic level required to prevent recruitment of terrorist organizations were 
discussed. 
 
 c. 12 experts, academics and military personnel from 6 countries (4 from Turkey, 2 from 
USA, 2 from UK, 2 from Spain, 1 from Singapoure and 1 from The Republic of Macedonia) 
participated as speakers. 
 
 d. 21 observers from 7 countries (10 from Turkey, 3 from Germany, 1 from Tunisia and 
the UK, 2 from the USA, Azerbaijan and The Republic of Macedonia) participated in the 
Workshop. 
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2. Workshop Main Subjects: 
  

a. Multi-dimensional Approaches in the Prevention of Recruitment of Terrorist 
Organizations: Defence against either terrorism or terrorist organizations only by security 
forces will inevitably yield to failure. Since several factors such as physological, sociological, 
soci-economic, political factors play an important role in the recruitment of terrorist 
organizations, the fight should be multi-dimensional. 

 
b. Radicalization in EU and Recruitment of Terrorist Organizations: The more 

radicalization increases in society, the more suitable conditions occur for the recruitment of 
terrorist organizations. In order to prevent radicalization no matter which field it is, the 
measures should be taken towards by taking much more care of the citizens residing abroad, 
fighting against the extremists who are misleading the society by using media, improving the 
state of belonging to and the citizenship, and winning the hearts and minds of the individuals 
who are living in more vulnerable populations against  this threat.  

 
c. The Realities Behind the Explotation of Children by Terrorist Organizations: It 

has been observed that terrorist organizations increasingly target children to recruit them for 
terrorist organizations. This both enables terrorists’ policy to engage in larger communities 
and complicates the task of security forces involved in fighting against terrorism. In order to 
prevent child explotation by terrorist organizations, it is deemed appropriate to remove the 
social unfairness, to strenghten family institution, to educate children and to increase the 
awareness of the families on this matter. 

 
d. Mevlid Jasarevic’s Attack on the U.S. Embassy in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Case 

Study: The staff who have been assigned for a Peace Support Operation (PSO) should have 
basic knowledge about the culture and the sensivity of the local population. It is always a 
possibility that such unawareness will be exploited by marginals. Any mistake on this issue 
will certainly make the role of the PSO force be questioned by the locals and end up with 
losing the neutrality of the PSO force. The announcement of the attack to the U.S.Embassy 
by the national and the international media to the public in an exaggerated way with 
inadequate and inaccurate information is a good indicator how cautiously the PSO force 
should act in such cases. 

 
e. Social and Physchological Factors in Recruitment of Terrorist Organizations: 

Social and physchological factors should also be taken into account in the prevention of 
recruitment of terrorist organizations. In reality, individuals’ voluntary participation is the case, 
rather than the recruitment of terrorist organizations. The individuals’ security concerns are 
the main reason in  their desire to join in the organization. In order to eliminate this concern, 
he/she first becomes a member of a social environment which functions as a step for a 
terrorist organization. If the other conditions fit, the transition to a terrorist organization 
sooner or later follows. 

 
f. The Role of Internet and Technology in Recruitment of Terrorist Organizations: 

Terrorist organizations have increasingly begun to use the technology and in particular the 
internet with the purpose of, including but not limited to the recruitment. The real problem 
with that issue is that only %15 of these terrorism related web sites can be reached or 
tracked. In order to be able to interfere with these websites, the gaps in the international law 
should be closed. Besides that  cooperation and coordination among the states should be 
improved. 

 
g. The Role of Religion in Recruitment of Terrorist Organizations: It has been 

assessed that people’s ignorance on religion plays a more crucial role than the religion itself 
in recruitment of terrorist organizations. For this reason, measures should be taken to 
provide individuals with the rights, not the wrongs of the religion. Any attempt aiming to 
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endanger the interreligion peace and causing true perception of religion by the individuals 
should be provided as well.  

 
h. The Importance of Religion and Culture in PSO: Either in PSO or in other 

operations, it is generally accepted that knowing who the enemy or the target population is 
as important as knowing who it’s not. It should be noted that PSO force will find themselves 
in a more complex environment today than ever. Not only states but also NGOs turned out to 
be the actors in any PSO. The misperceptions and the unawareness about the religion 
usually account for the potential conflicts. It may easily go out of control if the media fires this 
conflict by fabricated news. 

 
i. What Kind of Support can be Provided by International Organizations in 

Recruitment of Terrorist Organizations: UN Approach: International organizations can 
provide assistance to the nations by setting the best practices in prevention of recruitment 
and creating a climate for them to share their experiences. They can give spiritual and 
material support to international and regional research studies focusing on the issue. They 
can also come forward as a training institution for politicians, bureaucrats, experts and clerics 
working on this field. 

  
j. The Role of the Mass Media in Recruitment of Terrorist Organizations: The 

unlimited broadcast on terrorism events by the mass media might build up a critical role in 
recruitment of terrorist organizations. The mass media need to be functioning without 
damaging the fine balance between cencoring and freedom of the press. This can be 
achieved by providing professional education for the media staff and establishing a generally 
accepted professional ethics.  

 
k. The Prevention of Recruitment of Terrorist Organizations and Rehabilitation in 

Jails: For the terrorists apprehended and imprisoned, there is always a potential risk of 
rejoining the organization or acting as an organization’s recruitment agent. In order to 
eliminate this risk, plans and programs need to be made. The money, the time and the effort 
need to be spent on the rehabilitation of prisoners and their regaining place in society after 
imprisonment. Reflecting success stories of this kind to the public may help reach the goal.  

 
l. The New Approaches for Terrorists’ Regaining Place in Society: A 

comprehensive approach should be followed in terrorists’ regaining place in society. The 
rehabilitation programmes covering religious, psychological, professional, social and family 
matters prepared for terrorism convicts in most countries have met with success. Of the 
programmes conducted by nations in cooperation with NGOs, success rate becomes higher. 
The isolation of a terrorism convict is as equally important as increasing the awareness of the 
society on extremism.  

 
m. The Role of Education and Training in Prevention of Recruitment of Terrorist 

Organizations: It is generally stated that terrorist activities usually result from illiteracy, 
poverty, and discrimination. Contrary to the common belief, the terrorists in the management 
cadre have a better education level above the avarage and a better living standards when 
compared to the others. But their target population is the poor and the uneducated which can 
easily be exploited. Their starting point is that the poor were treated unfairly and the 
government is the only one to put the blame on. If the education and training umbrella cover 
the whole population, the explotation of this issue can be avoided and self-protection 
mechanism of the society will activate itself.  
 
3. Conclusion : 

 The most important conclusion of the Workshop is that prevention of recruitment of terrorist 
organizations should be multi-dimensional the same as fighting against terrorism itself. If the 
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necessary measures and the institutions to prevent individuals shifting towards extremism, 
either religious or etnic, are established well before any conflict in a country, it is obvious that 
recruitment issue will be a tough job for a terrorist organization, even if it has succeeded in 
forming a habitat for itself in that country. 
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FUTURE ACTIVITIES OF COE-DAT 

 
1. COE-DAT will conduct an Advanced Training Course on “Fighting Against 
Contemporary Terrorism and International Cooperation” on 04-08 November 2012 in Kabul / 
Afghanistan. The course aims to provide an overview history, definition and the root causes 
of the terrorism, to examine the different dimensions of terrorism, to discuss and understand 
current and future threats, to discuss the responses and strategies for countering terrorism, 
to discuss the measures taken by states, to discuss legal framework of combating terrorism 
to discuss and point out the importance of international cooperation. Majority of the 
participants will be designated by Afghanistan Authorities. Additional participants will be 
invited by COE-DAT. Participants should be; from defence, security, counter terrorism, public 
affairs or any other related area of work and at the OF-3 to OF-5 level military officers and/or 
civilian equivalents (police officers, academics, experts). The English level of the participants 
should meet the criteria stated in STANAG 6001-3232. 
 
2. COE-DAT will conduct an Advanced Research Workshop on “Critical Energy 
Infrastructure Protection” on 13-14 November 2012 in Ankara / Turkey. The workshop aims 
to provide better understanding how to protect the critical infrastructure in the energy sector, 
to examine the national and international mechanisms for CEIP and understand International 
Coordination, Risk Management, Emergency Planning, Crisis Management, Disaster 
Preparedness and Response, to review the different dimensions of CEIP with focus on the 
priority areas of oil, gas and nuclear power and to evaluate effective measures in the 
protection of energy sector critical infrastructure. The Workshop is open to selected 
individuals from NATO, PfP, MD and other countries respectively who have experience or 
expertise in protection of Critical Energy Infrastructure and Defence Against Terrorism. The 
Workshop is intended to discuss various aspects of involved with protecting energy 
infrastructure and therefore participants should be able to share their views and experience 
in the relevant areas to draw conclusions from the Workshop. Participants should be Major-
Colonel ranked officers or equivalent civilians and Police Officers assigned or selected for 
assignment to relevant subjects. Rank exceptions will be considered for officers with 
appropriate professional experience. The English level of the participants should meet the 
criteria stated in STANAG 6001-3232. 
 
3. Multinational Maritime Security Centre of Excellence (MMS COE) will conduct a 
Workshop on “Maritime Security” on 15-16 November 2012 in Marmaris-Muğla / Turkey. 
During this workshop, COE-DAT will hold a panel on “Piracy Nexus Terrorism (Military 
Contribution to Defence Against Maritime Terrorism)” on 15 November 2012. The aim of this 
panel is to examine the various aspects of piracy with respect to maritime security in relation 
to defence against terrorism, to discuss regional destabilizing factors and transnational 
threats, to seek whole of responses to these threats as national entities and the requirements 
for international cooperation.  
 
The Workshop is open to selected individuals from NATO, PfP, MD and other countries 
respectively who have experience or expertise in Maritime Security and Defence Against 
Terrorism. The Workshop is intended to discuss various aspects of involved with maritime 
security and terrorism and therefore participants should be able to share their views and 
experience in the relevant areas to draw conclusions from the Workshop. Participants should 
be Major-Colonel ranked officers or equivalent civilians and Police Officers assigned or 
selected for assignment to relevant subjects. Rank exceptions will be considered for officers 
with appropriate professional experience. The English level of the participants should meet 
the criteria stated in STANAG 6001-3232. 
 
4. COE-DAT will conduct a Workshop on “Air Oriented Terrorism” on 20-21 November 
2012 in Ankara / Turkey. The workshop aims to analyze the threat of Air Oriented Terrorism 
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(AOT), to understand the capabilities and the vulnerabilities, to review the preventive 
strategies and techniques, to scrutinize the role of technology and to discuss the response 
policies and measures. The Workshop is open to selected individuals from NATO, PfP, MD 
and other countries respectively who have experience or expertise in Defence Against 
Terrorism. The Workshop is intended to discuss various aspects of involved with air oriented 
terrorism and therefore participants should be able to share their views and experience in the 
relevant areas to draw conclusions from the Workshop. Participants should be Major-Colonel 
ranked officers or equivalent civilians and Police Officers assigned or selected for 
assignment to relevant subjects. Rank exceptions will be considered for officers with 
appropriate professional experience. The English level of the participants should meet the 
criteria stated in STANAG 6001-3232. 
 
5. COE-DAT will conduct an Advanced Research Workshop on “Weapons of Mass 
Destruction (WMD) Terrorism” on 06-07 December 2012 in Ankara / Turkey. The workshop 
aims to inform the participants about WMD Terrorism, to examine the techniques in fighting 
WMD Terrorism, to seek common ground in fighting against WMD terrorism and determine 
the measures against this threat, to share the information and knowledge piled up in NATO 
with PfP Country and MD Country members and to analyze the results and findings of WMD 
related conferences and meetings in 2012. The Workshop is open to selected individuals 
from NATO, PfP, MD and other countries respectively who have experience or expertise in 
WMD and Defence Against Terrorism. The Workshop is intended to discuss various aspects 
of involved with WMD terrorism and therefore participants should be able to share their views 
and experience in the relevant areas to draw conclusions from the Workshop. Participants 
should be Major-Colonel ranked officers or equivalent civilians and Police Officers assigned 
or selected for assignment to relevant subjects. Rank exceptions will be considered for 
officers with appropriate professional experience. The English level of the participants should 
meet the criteria stated in STANAG 6001-3232. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

 
AL-QAEDA “IN SEARCH OF THE TERROR NETWORK THAT THREATENS THE 

WORLD” 
Jane CORBIN. Thunder’s Mouth Press/ Nations Books, 2003, 379 p. ISBN: 1-56025-523-4 

Col. Ugur GURBUZ∗

 
The book “Al-Qaeda” is the definitive investigation into the terror group, its origins, 

methods, operations and ambitions. This book explores the terror group in riveting fashion 
tracing Al-Qaeda’s roots back to the jihad against the Soviets in Afghanistan and picking up 
the complicated trail that led to the collapse of Twin Towers and beyond.  

The writer Jane CORBIN is an award winning senior reporter for the BBC’s flagship 
program “Panorama” and has covered major news stories around the world. In recent years 
she has made a specialty of studying the growth of terror movements, particularly in the 
Middle East. Following the September 11 atrocities her series of “Panorama” programs 
revealed in meticulous detail how the hijackers plotted their attack on the World Trade Center 
and the Pentagon, and how the West prosecuted the subsequent “war on terror”. 

The writer has won the Royal Television Society award four times and has been 
nominated several times for Emmy awards in the USA for her films about war crimes in the 
former Yugoslavia, and for her trilogy of investigative programs about Saddam Hussein’s 
weapon programs. 

In “Al-Qaeda: The Terror Network that Threatens the World” she provides the reader 
with an extremely vivid and thorough account of the evolution of Al-Qaeda and the events 
that led to the September 11 attacks. “Corbin introduces the cast of characters in an orderly 
and easy to follow fashion”.1 What makes the book interesting is that it reads like a thriller or 
an adventure book. Another interesting thing about the book is the details about characters. 
Corbin starts to investigate the main members of 9/11 attacks from their early childhood 
through their seemingly unremarkable adolescence to eventually becoming a jihadist adult. 
Corbin also reveals that the terrorists’ use of Western education as a tool in their plot to 
destroy Twin Towers. 

Personal information about the hijackers is supported by numerous interviews with 
western agents, military personnel, educators, Islamic fundamentalists and peaceful 
Muslims. Discussions with westerners who had become acquainted with the 9/11 hijackers 
reveals how effectively they had assimilated themselves into western life as not to appear 
suspicious. Corbin reveals that even today there are people who deny their role in the terror 
attacks. 

The book has three parts; The Gathering Storm, Anatomy of the Murder and War on 
Terror.  

In the first part Corbin reviews the early years of Osama bin Laden and his terror 
network giving information about its attacks between 1992 and 2000.  

                                                 
∗ (TUR A), COE-DAT Trainer/ Instructor. 
1 David Bleakley, 18 January 2003. 
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Osama bin Laden was born the seventeenth son of an illiterate laborer from the Wadi 
Hadromawt valley, a remote tribal area in the north of Yemen, which borders Saudi Arabia. 
Later he enjoyed the wealth of his father and received a relatively good education up to 
university. At the age of nineteen he enrolled at the King Abdul Aziz University where he met 
Abdullah Azzam who was one of the Muslim Brotherhood speakers in another University. 
Azzam would become Bin Laden’s mentor and the ideological figurehead behind the 
establishment of Al-Qaeda. During bin Laden’s last year at the university he witnessed two 
historic events: firstly, Mecca was occupied by some extremist whom were killed by French 
soldiers and secondly, Afghanistan was invaded by the Soviet Union. He was in Afghanistan 
days after the occupation, a step that would turn him into the master mind of a worldwide 
terror organization in the later years. 

He arrived in Peshawar as one of the 10,000 young Saudis who went to Afghanistan 
to volunteer for battle against the Soviets. There he formed the “Maktab al-Khidmat” known 
as the Afghan Services Bureau, an organization that would evolve later into Al-Qaeda.  

After the Soviets left the country bin Laden traveled to Sudan where he stayed for the 
next five years. In that year he travelled back to Afghanistan where he planned attacks on 
American targets, starting with the 1998 bombings of US Embassy in Kenya. Later he 
planned the attack on USS Cole in Yemen in 2000.  

“The second part of the book shows Corbin’s journalistic skills to good advantage as 
she describes in detail about the attacks of September 2001, including biographies of the 
nineteen hijackers and how their cells operated before the attacks”2. This part starts with the 
tragic events of 9/11. Corbin carefully and meticulously describes the actions of the hijackers 
on board the four planes. She uses statements from the family members of the victims along 
with officials who were on duty that day. The rest of this part then acquaints the reader with 
the nineteen hijackers starting with the group leader Mohammed Atta.  

The reader will notice that most of the leadership cadre received training in Western 
countries and made use of the freedom those countries offered them. Also, their first contact 
with radicals happened in those western countries. In this part Corbin criticizes the US 
intelligence services. She recounts that when Federal Bureau of Investigation agents noted 
that “small aviation schools had been giving a group of Arab men (flight) lessons,” the FBI 
issued a memo noting “Osama bin Laden could be using US schools to infiltrate the country’s 
civil aviation system.”3 High level officials in the bureau buried the memo because it 
suggested measures that “smacked of racial profiling.” Corbin recalls that six months after 
September 11 the aviation school where hijacker Mohammed Atta and a friend trained had 
received “student visas approved for flying lessons” from the US Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, clearing the pair for take off. 

  In the third and last chapter Corbin ends with a cursory account of the “War on 
Terror”. This part starts with the early bombings of Afghanistan on the night of October 7, 
when three US cruisers and a destroyer in the Arabian Sea fired a salvo of fifty cruise 
missiles.  

This part continues with the terror attacks that were seen on the different parts of the 
world after the Afghanistan bombings. One of the cases is relatively interesting where a 

                                                 
2 Jonathan Schanzer, Middle East Quartely Winter 2004. 
3 Jonathan Schanzer, Middle East Quartely Winter 2004. 
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British citizen, Richard Reid, known as the shoe bomber tried to detonate explosives on his 
shoes on board an aircraft during flight. The story of how he was converted to Islam and later 
radicalized is an interesting one and certain lessons must be learned by western societies as 
well as governments. He had divorced parents, a problematic childhood and most 
importantly he was the son of a mixed race family. Neither black nor white he always felt 
rejected in society at large. This feeling of alienation later evolved into radicalization and 
ended with involvement in a terror organization.  

This book was published in 2003 and Corbin concludes with this warning: “It is not a 

question of whether we will see another terrorist outrage but when and where-and how many 

innocent lives it will claim.”  The following two years were to see the bombing of public 

transport in Madrid and London as well as terrorist attacks against Western targets in Turkey, 

the Middle East and North Africa. 

By the end of the book it is clear that Corbin feels that many steps could have been 
taken to prevent the 9/11 attacks. There could be many reasons why US officials were 
unsuccessful in spotting the hijackers even though with hindsight there were many signs of 
their plot. As the last comment, Corbin’s provocative book leaves the reader well informed 
about Al-Qaeda and September 11.  
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