
Editor’s Note 

Terrorism has long been a form of using violence toward innocent people to achieve political 
goals. With the end of the bipolar international system following the collapse of the Eastern Bloc 
and the demise of the Soviet Union, the world witnessed the emergence of non-state actors (e.g., 
transnational terrorist organizations) that have largely benefited from the instability and 
uncertainty that prevailed in the international system. Terrorism has soon gained a global 
dimension and became one of the essential threats to international security and stability. 
Governments that have not rejected terrorism entirely as an instrument of their “war by proxy” 
strategies to attain their foreign policy objectives, and continued to treat the terrorist organizations 
as freedom fighters, helped considerably the terrorist groups to flourish and to be organized at 
global scale.  

It is necessary to treat terrorist organizations as illegal entities as well as to construct new 
international cooperation frameworks to fight against terrorism with the contribution of all the 
concerned nations, which is indeed the entire world. Because, it must be acknowledged that no 
nation in the world can be immune to terrorism. Unless all the peace-loving states combine their 
concerted efforts, every nation may face sooner or later the perils of terrorism.  

The Centre of Excellence-Defence Against Terrorism (COE-DAT) provides an important 
platform for governments from the time of its inauguration in June 2005 where individual national 
efforts could be united against this new globalizing threat. The COE-DAT contributed increasingly 
to building up valuable expertise, information and specialization on global terrorism within NATO 
and partner countries. The Defence Against Terrorism Review (DATR) is aimed to be an integral 
part of these efforts. Scholars and experts from various regions and the cultures of the world, 
studying terrorism as an international phenomenon, will find a new platform to share their 
knowledge and accumulation and to conduct a fruitful academic debate. 

The first issue of DATR consists of seven articles. The first article titled “Terrorism with Its 
Differentiating Aspects” by Sertaç Başeren discusses the typologies of terrorism with particular 
emphasis on “state sponsored terrorism”. The second article, written by Kimberly Thachuk, titled 
“Countering Terrorist Support Structures” analyzes the worldwide financial structures sponsoring 
terrorist organizations and their activities. Thachuk produces very important policy 
recommendations as to how to fight financial resources of terrorist organizations. The Third article 
is written by Dominika Svarc titled “Military Response to Terrorism and the Jus ad Bellum”. 
Svarc examines in her article the legal dimensions of the use of military power at the international 
scale in the fight against terrorism. This aspect of fighting terrorist networks have always been 
debated and Svarc provides a very informed framework within which the debate remains on a 
healthy track. The fourth article by Davide Casale, titled “EU Institutional and Legal Counter-
terrorism Framework” discusses the institutional and legal developments within the EU 
concerning counter-terrorism strategies. The fifth article, written by Shreen M. Mazari, titled 
“Analysis on Future of Terrorism” provides a sound analysis of the three trends developing 
separately and influencing the increase of the terrorist threat. The Sixth article by Bassam Tibi, 



titled “Countering Ideological Terrorism” examines “political Islam” as a political ideology and its 
links with political violence and terrorist organizations. The last article by Şener Dalyan titled 
“Combating the Financing of Terrorism: Rethinking Strategies for Success” analyzes the terrorist 
organizations’ financial operations and their links with the organized crimes. 

DATR starts its life as an academic publication with this first issue and will continue to 
contribute to the like-minded efforts against terrorism, which is a crime against humanity.  
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